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ON CAMPUS

CO L LO Q U I U M C A F É
Khadijah Dennis

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Sometimes, there’s just no
place like home or, perhaps, a
good on-campus eatery.
Colloquium Café is known for
serving up freshness to its oncampus customers. Students can
stop by any time during the day
to grab a bite to eat, whether it’s
a gourmet sandwich or a freshbaked dessert; there’s always
something new to try.
“We have a complete rotation
of salads and sandwiches that
creates excitement for the daily
offerings,” said Terry Lovelace,
general manager. “We are
currently offering ‘Taste of,’ a
culinary adventure that will
introduce you to our twists on
worldwide traditional favorites.”

B E S T O N - C A M P U S E AT S

Lovelace says the addition
of limited-time offerings helps
to keep the menu fresh and
relevant. There’s also variety in
what a person can have, like hot
or cold sandwiches, soups and
bread bowls.
“We take all suggestions
seriously and act on them,”
Lovelace said.
One important key to having
a successful business, Lovelace
said, is that the service as “fast
and friendly.” “Unique and
different ideas for breakfast
is our priority this semester,”
Lovelace said.

Monday – Thursday:
7:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Jennifer Faulkner / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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PAT T E R S O N H A L L

BEST ON-CAMPUS LIVING

Erika Ryan

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

P a t t e r s o n H a l l ’s c e n t r a l
location and its living-learning
community are just a few things
that make it a great place to call
home.
Megan Denny, the Patterson
Hall residence hall director, was
excited to hear the residence
hall won the award for best oncampus housing.
“The living-learning
community we have here in
Patterson is just one of the
things that makes it great,”
Denny said. “All of the great
events and opportunities we
provide definitely bring our
residents together.”
Patterson is a suite-style,
all-female residence hall with
560 residents, and it is also the
home of the Carolina Women’s
Community. Patterson was
completely renovated in 2010
and reopened in 2011, making
it the most up-to-date hall on
campus.
“The central location is a big
plus for a lot of the residents
within it,” Denny said. “It’s very
accessible to get anywhere and
everywhere. And it’s also nice to
have a renovated hall, for sure.”
Patterson Hall is located on
Bull Street, across from the
Russell House and Callcott
Social Science Center.
Overall, Patterson is a
conveniently located dorm for
ladies to feel at home and get
involved with their peers in the
living-learning community.
“It’s a wonderful community
all around and offers students so
many opportunities,” she said.

Jennifer Faulkner / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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AC E
Rachael McGahee

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The Academic Coaching and
Engagement, or ACE, program
has been a useful tool for
undergraduate students at USC
for many years.
ACE coaches meet one-on-one
with students to create academic
plans, set goals and share advice
that reaches beyond what students
get in the classroom. ACE tailors
each session to the needs of the
student and provides help in a
variety of areas from note-taking
skills to learning styles. It’s helped
them win recognition as the best
study service at USC.
“We are very honored for this
award,” said Brian Dusel, ACE
Coordinator. “ACE has been a
part of USC for a long time. We
always want to put the student

B E S T S T U DY S E R V I C E
first and try to prepare them with
any and all resources available.”
Dusel believes ACE’s coaches
are the factor that makes the
program better than any other
student service in Columbia.
“We want students to have
something tangible after leaving,
whether it is a small study sheet
or having a detailed plan for their
academic future. The coaches
make that happen.” Dusel said.
For more information
about ACE or to schedule an
appointment, visit www.sa.sc.edu/
ssc/acecoaching/.
B AT E S H O U S E ,
COLUMBIA HALL,
SIMS HOUSE,
THOMAS COOPER
LIBRARY
(803) 771-2700

The best place
to talk CONFIDENTIALLY
The Counseling and
Human Development
Center

File Photo

The Counseling and Human
Development Center (CHDC)
provides USC students with a
safe place to speak privately
with a trained counselor
about a variety of concerns.
All counseling at the CHDC is
confidential.

Student Success Center

University of South Carolina

for voting

best study service!

To make an appointment, call 803-777-5223.
For office hours and more information, please visit
our website at www.sa.sc.edu/shs/chdc

Make an appointment
online at
www.sc.edu/success

A D DA M ’ S

B E S T C A M P U S B O O K S TO R E
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

P r e m i u m F r o z e n Yo g u r t & S m o o t h i e s

Bring this in for a

FREE
FroYo or Smoothie
(with purchase of froyo or smoothie
of equal or greater value)

There are many ways you
could buy your textbooks —
with three bookstores in town
and countless more online —
but not all of them will give
you the service that Addam’s
University Bookstore does.
Michael Scheele, the store’s
textbook manager, thinks that’s
what sets the store apart for its
customers and for the hundreds
of people who voted it the best
campus bookstore. Addam’s
might not always have the book
you’re looking for, Scheele said,
but they’ll work to get a copy
for you.
That’s no small feat, given
how many customers come
through the doors at the start of
the semester.
“Once classes start up, it
gets really crazy,” Scheele said.
“We’re all running like chickens
with our heads cut off.”
The prices don’t hurt either.

Addam’s is owned by the
Follett Higher Education
Group, the largest used-book
company in the country, so
their prices for used copies
and rentals are competitive.
Scheele said the company is also
working on a program that will
increase their buy-back prices.
“It’s just a constant search to
be at the head of the game,” he
said.
The hours are pretty
convenient, too. Addam’s is
open from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
on weekdays, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturday and noon to 5
p.m. on Sunday.
1 5 2 S . A S S E M B LY S T.
(803) 256-6666
Monday – Friday:
8:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. – 5 p.m.

www.yoghut.com

601-B Main St. • Columbia, SC 29201 • (803) 386-9786

Located on the corner of Main & Blossom across from Honors Dorm.
Valid at Downtown/USC location only
Must present this coupon to receive discount • purchase any item & receive another of equal or lesser value for free •
may not be combined with other coupons or discounts • Yoghut reserves right to terminate this offer at anytime •
expires 03/07/2014

File Photo

B E TA T H E TA P I

B E S T F R AT E R N I T Y
Katie Cole

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

For the third year in a row,
Beta Theta Pi has been selected
as the University of South
Carolina’s best fraternity on
campus.
Fraternity President Chirag
Challa says that he attributes
t h e f r a t e r n i t y ’s s u c c e s s t o
“the values we instill on our
new members during the new
member education period.”
Challa says that part of
the fraternity’s success owes
to how well the members
understand the values of the
organization, how much effort
goes into making sure they
get the new members who fit
with the organization and how
committed they are to making
better men out of the process.
Coming up for Beta Theta

Pi in the future is preparation
for Greek Week, where they
have been paired with the
best sorority winner, Kappa
Kappa Gamma. They have
also welcomed 18 men as new
members into the fraternity and
are looking forward to spending
time getting to know them
and introducing them to the
fraternity’s values.
Beta Theta Pi also recently
switched philanthropies. They
used to support a non-profit
organization out of Africa,
but they are now going to be
support a military-focused nonprofit organization that Challa
wouldn’t identify. Challa said
he was excited to plan a large
philanthropy event sometime
later in the spring.

Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

www.coolbeanscoﬀeecompany.net

803.779.4277
Open ‘til Midnight

Thanks for
voting us

BEST LOCAL COFFEE

3 years running!

www.collegegroundscafe.com

*FREE
*FREE DELIVERY
DELIVERY
for College
College Grounds
Grounds
M-F:
M-F: 11am
11am -- 2pm
2pm
Homemade Doughnuts
*Across from the Horseshoe
Made Fresh Daily

803.708.9476

1217 College Street
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K A P PA K A P PA G A M M A

BEST SORORITY

Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGA MECOCK.COM

There’s a reason Kappa Kappa
Gamma sorority mentions its
symbols — the owl, the golden
key and the fleur-du-lis — so
much.
The key is meant to represent
unlocking the mysteries of
science, literature and art. The
owl was the bird of Minerva,
the Roman goddess of wisdom.
The fleur-de-lis, or the iris, was
picked for the flower’s dignity
and grace.
The USC chapter has worked
toward those ideals, earning
recognition for logging the most
hours in the library last year
and for being one of the most
involved chapters at USC.
Of the sorority’s 316 members
here, 98 percent are involved on
campus.
The sorority has been on
USC’s campus since 1967; now,
it’s the second biggest Kappa
Kappa Gamma chapter in the
world.
It’s also fairly large as USC
sororities go. Its membership of
316 is well above the sorority
average of 216.
It’s also been recognized as
one of the best on campus. Last
spring, it was awarded the silver
chapter excellence award.
The chapter raised $6,200
for charity in the fall, and it
volunteered for a collective total
of 2,175 hours.
K a p p a K a p p a G a m m a ’s
philanthropy is Reading Is
Fundamental, a charity that
works to promote literacy in the
U.S. and to make books available
to children. It’s the largest
children’s literacy nonprofit in
the country.
Jeremy Marshall Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

FOOD & DRINK

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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COOK OUT

B E S T TA K E - O U T & L AT E - N I G H T E AT S

Thad Moore

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

There’s something surprisingly
refreshing about Cook Out.
Perhaps it’s the honesty.
The drinks come in two sizes,
both fitting: large and huge.
The food isn’t gourmet, but it’s
also amazingly cheap. Cook Out’s
prices manage to put other fast
food joints to shame.
A “huge,” half-pound burger
costs less than $3. A Cook Out
tray, almost certainly the best
combo deal in town, will cost you
$4.69. In return, you could get a
barbecue sandwich, hush puppies, a
quesadilla and a soda. Or a burger,
fries, chicken nuggets and a sweet
tea. For an extra dollar, you can
make that drink a milkshake.
So no, the food might not be
amazing, but what do you expect?
And there’s nothing like sitting
inside Cook Out — hours after

Matthew DeMarco / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Saturday night gave way to Sunday
morning, foam takeout boxes
scattered across the table — about
to dive into a milkshake.
T h e r e ’s n o w h e r e e l s e i n
Columbia that will indulge that
desire, so there’s no question why
Cook Out was voted the USC’s
community’s favorite spot for late-

MOE’S
Hannah Jeffrey

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

On Mondays, the line stretches
out the door, onto the sidewalk
and around the building at Moe’s
Southwest Grill.
Customers line up and wait
however long it takes to get inside
and get a burrito, chips and a drink
at a discounted rate. Plus, students
use the weekly special as an excuse
to eat off-campus.
The weekly deal has quite the
following, enough to make Moe’s
Monday the best meal special in
Columbia.
“We’re awesome because we have
fresh, fresh food at a great price,
especially on Mondays,” Moe’s
manager Brad Damtier said. “We
have a great atmosphere, friendly
employees and great service.”

night eats.
It’s open until 4 a.m. on
weekdays and 5 a.m. on Friday and
Saturday. If Cook Out’s closed, it’s
time to go to bed.
And it turns out you don’t just
like going to Cook Out to gorge
on food “cooked outdoors style”
on the patio or in its wood-paneled

dining room, because you voted it
USC’s best takeout spot, too.
It makes sense: The drive-thru
lines stretch into the parking lot
on weekend nights; Cook Out even
has an overhead conveyor belt so it
can have two drive-thru windows.
Just how the conveyor belt
works is one of many questions
every late-night patron has to ask
— questions like, “How is the
banana fudge shake so good?”
“How can this be so cheap?” and
“Since when is a quesadilla a side?”
They’re questions worth
considering — probably over a
milkshake late at night.
1 1 0 1 H A R D E N S T.
(803) 758-1091
Sunday – Thursday:
10:30 a.m. – 4 a.m.
Friday – Saturday:
10:30 a.m. – 5 a.m.

BEST MEAL SPECIAL
Students pack Moe’s every week,
crowding into booths and dodging
around other customers to get to
the salsa station and soda machines.
Some wait all week to order that
extra queso or guacamole to save a
few bucks.
And although the deal only
comes around four times each
month, every person who comes
through the door can expect a big
“Welcome to Moe’s!” regardless of
when they step inside.
6 2 5 M A I N S T.
(803) 256-9663
Sunday – Thursday:
11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:
11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Matthew DeMarco / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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CALIFORNIA DREAMING
Natalie Pita

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Whether your parents
are footing the bill or not,
California Dreaming is the
place to go for a sophisticated
atmosphere and good food at a
good price.
Although the Main Street
restaurant was voted Columbia’s
best spot for a dinner with your

significant other or with your
parents, California Dreaming
also has a steady clientele of
students who are just looking
for a break from on-campus
food.
California Dreaming is
known for its consistent quality,
especially with steaks and
award-winning salads.
Other favorites on the menu
include nachos, sandwiches,

B E S T DAT E S P OT & R E S TA U R A N T TO
TA K E YO U R PA R E N T S
burgers, chicken and ribs.
California Dreaming is open
daily for both lunch and dinner,
and it has a late-night bar.
Customers can also make use
of the seasonal patio seating.
Even large parties are welcome,
and California Dreaming prides
itself on their large party takeout.
As a bonus, diners can enjoy
live music while they eat every

Thursday night from 6:30 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m.
4 0 1 M A I N S T.
(803) 254-6767
Sunday – Thursday:
11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:
11 a.m. – 11 p.m.

Renée Cooper / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

GROUCHO’S

B E ST SA N DW I C H
Hannah Jeffrey

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

If you go into Groucho’s on
a Saturday or Sunday morning,
you’ll be hard-pressed to find a
table.
Students fighting off hangovers
from last night’s shenanigans
squeeze themselves into booths,
not bothering to look at the
menu; most already know what
they want.
Groucho’s doesn’t change the
menu. The same 16 sandwiches
are always available, and new
ones don’t come around. Shane
Sweeny, a manager at Groucho’s,
said that consistency is a big
part of what makes Groucho’s
sandwiches the best.
“It’s the consistency and how
we try to serve the community
with a smile,” Sweeny said.
If a drink is getting low, a
waitress is over in seconds to get
you a refill. Want more chips?
They’ll grab you another bag.

Some sweet tea to go? Get a free
refill on your way out the door.
“The people I work with are
great,” Sweeny said, adding that
customer service is a big part of
what makes Groucho’s great.
But in the end, it’s the
sandwiches that brings people
back. From the STP Dipper to
the White Moose, customers
can count on getting a sandwich
filled to the brim with turkey,
ham, roast beef and cheese. And,
of course, no Groucho’s visit
is complete without a side of
Formula 45 Sauce.
“People keep coming back, so
I guess we’re doing something
right,” Sweeny said.

TOO MANY

PANCAKES!
Said No One Ever...

6 1 1 H A R D E N S T.
(803) 799-5708
Sunday: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Monday – Saturday:
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

$3.99

Pancakes
4p-9p

Thursdays
are College Night!

Add Sides for $1 Each:
Hashbrowns, 2 strips bacon, or 2 pork sausage links
Disclaimer: Not good with any other discounts or promotions. Must present
student ID. Offer good only at the IHOP located at 1031 Assembly St, Columbia.

File Photo
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PA L M E T T O P I G
Hannah Richardson

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Each day, Gene Antley comes
in and tests all of the food at
Palmetto Pig to make sure it’s
up to standards. It’s that kind
of particularness that has made
Palmetto Pig on Devine Street
the best place in Columbia for
barbecue.
Antley and Becky Headden
opened Palmetto Pig on June
13, 2002.
Since then, the popular
location near the Colonial Life
Arena, has been a fixture for
USC students.
“We are very, very honored.

BEST BARBECUE
We get a lot of support from
USC,” Antley said.
Students can use their
Carolina Cash at Palmetto Pig
and show their CarolinaCard to
get a dollar off at the buffet.

5 3 0 D E V I N E S T.
(803) 733-2556
Tuesday – Wednesday:
11 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Thursday – Saturday:
11:30 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Sunday – Monday: Closed
Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

TSUNAMI

BEST SUSHI

Sarah Thomas

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Tsunami is the place to go if
you’re looking for an amazing,
affordable and unique sushi
experience.
You will know you are there
when you see a large mural
on the front of the building
with a neon Tsunami sign off
of Gervais Street in the Vista.
Inside, you’ll find a fabulous
atmosphere and the best sushi
made by an experienced sushi
chef.
What makes the sushi great is
the chef’s sauces.
“He’s got his own recipes
that he very closely guards,”
Tsunami manager Zach Smith
said. “He’s the only one person
to mess with any of the sauces,
which is definitely one of the
things that sets us apart.”
Some of the sauces include
an eel sauce, a special hot sauce
and a teriyaki soy blend. These
sauces are found in Tsunami’s

Hannah Cleaveland / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

best-selling sushi rolls, including
“The Duffy,” which contains
tempura shrimp, cucumber,
crab, tempura flakes topped
with shrimp, avocado, eel sauce,
spicy mayo and Japanese mayo.
Another popular pick is the

Godzilla roll, which contains a
tempura-fried spicy salmon roll
topped with scallion-drizzle eel
sauce and Japanese mayo.
The thing that really sets
Ts u n a m i a p a r t f r o m t h e
competition is the chefs.

“They’ve all been here for
many years now. All of them
are really good at what they
do, and they take pride in
their work as well,” Smith
said. “They constantly want
to put out a good product and
are always working to come
out with something new. It all
lands on the sushi chefs and the
dedication to their careers.”
Not only is the sushi great,
but it’s really the experience
that makes it a staple in the
Columbia culinary community.
“ We ’ r e n o t j u s t s e l l i n g
sushi,” Smith said. “It’s a whole
experience when you come to
Tsunami, from the drinks and
the cocktails to the sushi and
how it all pairs together.”

7 0 0 G E R VA I S S T.
(803) 312-9911
4 p.m. – midnight
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M E L LOW M U S H R O O M
Safiyyah Ali

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Mellow Mushroom is known
for its unique pizzas, as well as
its fun atmosphere. As a result,
USC students voted Mellow
Mushroom their favorite place
to grab some pizza.
Mellow Mushroom doesn’t
just have pizza, though. They
serve hoagies, calzones and
salads for those who want
something a little different.
They use fresh ingredients
and have gluten-free dough and
vegan items as well.
That way, everyone can find
something appealing on the
menu.
Two college students created
the restaurant in 1974 in
Atlanta, and it’s had a laid-back,
funky atmosphere ever since,
one that’s spread throughout
the country and into the Vista.

BEST PIZZA

Mellow Mushroom also holds
Mellow Trivia every Wednesday,
which gives customers a chance
to show off their trivia skills to
earn gift certificates.
The restaurant also has a
featured beer every week and a
beer club that offers beer lovers
rewards points.

1 0 0 9 G E R VA I S S T.
(803) 933-9201
Sunday:
noon – 9 p.m.
Monday – Wednesday:
11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Thursday:
11 a.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:
11 a.m. – midnight
Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

MONTERREY

BEST MEXICAN
using fresh ingredients at an
affordable price.
So students looking for
authentic Mexican food with a
low price and a restaurant with
good customer service and a
warm atmosphere should head
over to Monterrey. There’s
a reason they’re the Best of
Carolina.

Safiyyah Ali

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Monterrey
Mexican
Restaurant on Senate Street
is part of a family-owned
Southeastern chain that serves
authentic and traditional
Mexican dishes. They’re a
local favorite, voted the Best of
Carolina two years in a row.
Customer service is an
important factor to those
who work at Monterrey, one
manager said, as well as making
people feel welcome.
The restaurant has many
options on its menu, including
tacos, burritos, enchiladas and
sizzling fajitas. Monterrey is
also known for its margaritas

9 3 1 S E N AT E S T.
(803) 765-1465
Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

and large selection of tequilas.
While Monterrey is popular
among students for its food,

the prices don’t hurt either.
The restaurant is committed
to providing authentic food

Sunday – Thursday:
11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:
11 a.m. – 11 p.m.
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E I N ST E I N B R O S . B AG E L S

B E ST B AG E L

Sarah Martin

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Imagine you’re running late
for class. You have a full day of
classes and work ahead of you,
but you skipped breakfast. What
can you do?
For USC students, the answer
is easy — go to Einstein Bros.
Bagels. With two locations
on campus and a convenient
schedule for students on the
go, it is simple to see why the
breakfast spot was voted best
bagel.
Einstein Bros. has more than
just bagels. It also offers hot egg
sandwiches, paninis and wraps,
with healthier egg white options
available as well. As for lunch,
deli sandwiches and paninis are

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

offered alongside pizza bagels,
bagel dogs, salads and soups.
For Kari Benson, a third-year
psychology student, the menu
options can’t be beaten.

“I always get turkey on an
everything bagel,” Benson said.
“Sometimes, I’ll even treat
myself to a cinnamon twist.”
Benson says Einstein Bros. is

Nonnah’s
BEST OF

Columbia’s Best Dessert.
Visit our new location:
923 Gervais Street
(803) 779-9599

popular for more than its bagels
and sandwiches; it also excels in
customer service.
“The employees there are
great and even remember that
my name is pronounced a little
funny,” Benson said.
That combination of good
food and great customer
service might be why the line
stretches past the storefront on
most mornings. With students
stretching their necks to see
which bagels are available and
others anxiously waiting for
their name to be called and
order delivered, Einstein Bros.
is sure to be a campus favorite
for years to come.
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PAW L E Y S F R O N T P O R C H

B E S T B U R G E R & O V E R A L L R E S TA U R A N T

Sarah Martin

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

I t ’s c o m m o n k n o w l e d g e
around Columbia that Guy Fieri
of Food Network’s “Diners,
Drive-Ins and Dives” loves
the food and atmosphere at
Pawleys Front Porch. The USC
community does too: The eatery
was voted the best restaurant
and best burger in Columbia.
First of all, the food is
supreme. Serving half-pound
burgers ground in-house
and fresh seafood along with
homemade toppings and sauces,
the chefs at Pawleys Front Porch
know how to serve Southern
hospitality on a plate. There is
something for everyone, from
crispy fried oysters and crawfish
tails to fish tacos, burgers and
sandwiches.
The overall restaurant
experience also sets Pawleys
Front Porch above the rest. On
Valentine’s Day, the restaurant
hosted a “Shuck Love” oyster
roast. There are also weekly
specials, with kids eating free
on Mondays, half-price burgers
on Tuesdays and pint nights on
Thursdays.
And if you can’t manage to
get to Five Points to enjoy a
burger, the Pawleys experience
might still be nearby, because
the restaurant has a popular
food truck, Pawleys Mobile
Eats.
The burgers are special from
the time the meat is ground inhouse. Each burger is cooked
to order and topped with fresh
product and served with a pickle
spear. They can come on a
ciabatta roll, multi-grain Kaiser
roll, sesame Kaiser roll or a
pretzel bun.
The burgers and sandwiches
are only served as they
appear on the menu, without

File photo

customization, which is a gentle
push for customers to trust the
genius of Pawleys’ chefs.
The burgers are named
after places in South Carolina,
and the ingredients are
unique, including homemade
pimento cheese, jalapeño
bacon, marinated portabella
mushrooms, grilled pineapple
and citrus jalapeño mayo. For
example, if you are feeling
especially bold, you can try the

Beaufort, which cradles a Franks
Red Hot onion ring, a fried egg,
apple cured ham and cheddar
cheese.
The burgers also come with
your choice of hand-cut home
fries, Franks Red Hot onion
rings, pasta salad or sweet
potato fries.
With
a
down-home
atmosphere, fresh food and
weekly events and specials, it is
clear why Pawleys Front Porch

cannot be beaten as a local
favorite.
8 2 7 H A R D E N S T.
(803) 771-8001
Sunday – Monday:
11:30 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Tuesday – Wednesday:
11:30 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Thursday – Saturday:
11:30 a.m. – 11 p.m.

20

BEST OF CAROLINA 2014

NONNAH’S

BEST DESSERT
divine. Groff describes it as an
“upscale but relaxed ambiance,”
with a dining room that features
local artwork.
The location and the food are
both casually elegant, warm and
inviting which is why Nonnah’s
has been won the Best Dessert
category for five years running.

Sarah Thomas

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Nonnah’s is a warm and
inviting place to go for dessert
and has recently located to 923
Gervias St. in the Vista.
With its convenient location,
it’s the perfect place to stop for
a yummy treat. But what sets
Nonnah’s apart is the quality and
variety of products that it offers,
a mixture of cake, cheesecake,
pies and tarts.
In addition to a wide
assortment of treats, Nonnah’s
offers two to three specials every
weekend. It also has five different
assortments of flaming desserts.
Owner Maggie Groff said the
restaurant’s best-selling dessert
is the “Chocolate Temptation,”
a chocolate cake with layers of
vanilla cream filling, a top layer of
chocolate ganache, all soaked in

9 2 3 G E R VA I S S T.
(803) 779-9599
File photo

Godiva liquor.
If chocolate isn’t your thing,
Nonnah’s offers other desserts
such as the “Strawberry
Amaretto,” a white cake soaked
with amaretto flavoring, layered
with strawberry cream, covered
with chocolate ganache and

JIMMY JOHN’S
Hannah Richardson

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Jimmy John’s has been located
in Columbia for the past 10 years
and has always been known for its
“freaky fast” food.
One thing that sets Jimmy
John’s apart from other delivery
restaurants is its ability to make
and deliver sandwiches quickly
even during busy times of day.
“We were chosen as ‘best
delivery’ because no one can beat
our freaky fast delivery,” said Cyndi
Boyce, the executive assistant of
the Columbia Jimmy John’s.
Most Jimmy John’s locations are
busiest during lunch and dinner
hours, but the Jimmy John’s in Five
Points is busiest from midnight
until 3 a.m.
“Our 30-second sandwiches

topped with fresh strawberries
dipped in white chocolate.
Other favorites include the
“White Chocolate Ginger
Cheesecake” and the “Triple
Mousse Cake.”
As if the dessert wasn’t enough,
the atmosphere is absolutely

LUNCH HOURS:
Monday – Friday:
11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
DINNER HOURS:
Monday – Thursday:
5 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Friday: 5 p.m. – 12:30 a.m.
Saturday: 6 p.m. – 12:30
a.m.

BEST DELIVERY
make it possible for your delivery
to be out our Jimmy John’s door
so fast you will freak,” Boyce
said. “And it’s all about customer
service. When you answer the
door so quickly after you place
your order, we hope you are blown
away with our service.”
Jimmy John’s can be ordered
online, over the phone or in
person. There are restaurants
located on Devine and Gervais
streets and on Garners Ferry Road.
“Our team works hard to be the
best, and it is an honor for them to
be recognized,” Boyce said.

7 1 5 G E R VA I S S T.
(803) 933-9595
10 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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1 2 3 4

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

ACROSS
1 Stops stalling
5 Concert
souvenirs
10 Spongy ball
brand
14 It’s often fenced
15 Toys that need
wind
16 Electric co., e.g.
17 Cosmopolitan
piece
20 Without help
21 FDR’s successor
22 Milo of “Ulysses”
23 Nothing at all
25 Inner Hebrides
isle
27 “This can’t lose”
32 Sinbad’s
transport
33 Part of SASE:
Abbr.
34 Support at the
meeting
37 Somewhat wet
40 Caesar of
comedy
42 Do over, as a
bow
43 Island greetings
45 Whole bunch
47 Stein filler
48 Los Angeles
Times piece, e.g.
52 “Show Boat”
author Ferber
53 School since
1440
54 McCartney
bandmate
57 Signal for
immediate
assistance
59 Cooks cakes
63 Stipulation from
a wealthy
purchaser
66 Banquet hall
vessels
67 Plant in Greek
legend
68 Productive start?
69 Pest in a swarm
70 Nautical speed
units
71 Heath-covered
wasteland
DOWN
1 __ mater
2 Shade of black
3 Like many lunch
orders

4 Song section
5 Do a downhill
run
6 Two-bit gamblers
7 Colorado natives
8 “Vamoose!”
9 Outdated
geopolitical
letters
10 Pain in the neck
11 Carve in stone
12 Make hopping
mad
13 Dog bugger
18 Snazzy duo?
19 More stylish
24 Wish one hadn’t
26 Cries of surprise
27 “__ la Douce”
28 Chisel, e.g.
29 Offspring
30 Musical with the
song “A New
Argentina”
31 Was able to
reach
35 River through
Sudan
36 Consider
38 Most diaphanous
39 Cheap and
gaudy
41 Deduces,
slangily
44 Hyphenated ID

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

46 Table tennis table
divider
49 Relay, as
information
50 Lyndon
Johnson’s soninlaw Charles
__
51 Experiencing
serious traffic
54 Self-satisfied
55 Undecided
56 “The King and I”
role
58 Not snookered
by

60 Numbers game
61 Prefix with
plasm
62 Ruckus
64 Class
65 WWII espionage
gp.

WILD WING CAFE

BEST WINGS

Khadijah Dennis

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Wild Wing Cafe is Best of
Carolina’s inaugural best wings
winner, and it’s well deserved.
From the exciting atmosphere
of watching sports with family
and friends or even enjoying
a dinner for two, Wild Wing
Cafe aims to make sure that all
customers enjoy their dining
experience.
“The majority of the people
that come into [our restaurant]
come back,” Alissa Galloway
said. “Everyone leaves happy.”
Wild Wing Cafe has been
working on new marketing

campaigns in hopes to further
reach out to students as well as
the community.
“The most important part
of the dining experience is our
food,” Galloway said. “Great
food quality is important to us.”

7 2 9 L A DY S T.
(803) 865-3365
Sunday – Thursday:
11 a.m. – 11 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:
11 a.m. – midnight

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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YO G H U T
Sarah Martin

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Located at the intersection of
Blossom and Assembly streets,
Yoghut is right at the center of
student activity. Hannah Singley,
who works at the frozen yogurt
shop, says that is the reason for
its popularity and success.
“Yoghut is really communitycentered and involved with
USC, its campus and its
students,” Singley said.
That involvement with USC
is key to reaching out to regular
customers and attracting new
ones. Yoghut regularly holds
percent nights for student
organizations, donating a
percentage of proceeds to those
organizations’ philanthropies
and charity drives. By partnering
with students, Yoghut also reaps
the benefits of frozen yogurt

B E S T F R O Z E N YO G U R T
sales.
As for the frozen yogurt
itself, Singley said it’s the best
because of its quality. Offering
different kinds of frozen yogurt
every day, the shop uses social
media to tell customers which
flavors are available. Among
those flavors are the expected
— classic chocolate, country
vanilla — and the unexpected:
fruit punch sorbet and pistachio.
“Our most popular flavors are
definitely cake batter and garnet
velvet,” Singley said.
And those flavors are healthy,
too, as Yoghut says frozen yogurt
is certified Kosher. It’s also
gluten-free and lacks “artificial
ingredients or excessive calories
from fat and sugar.”
Yoghut also allows customers
to customize their frozen
yogurt treat, offering toppings
like fresh fruit, nuts, candy and

COOL BEANS

File photo

cereal.
And if that isn’t enough, the
shop also attracts customers
with smoothies, parfaits and
coffee, making it a go-to place
for USC students.

Monday – Saturday:
11 a.m. – 11 p.m.
Sunday: noon – 11 p.m.

B E ST LO C A L CO F F E E S H O P

Natalie Pita

cocoa, as well as mochaccinos,
smoothies, Irish cream soda and
espressos. Several of these drinks
have chocolate, white or vegan
options.
They also serve the “Perfect
Woman,” a hot, sweet latte with
whipped cream and chocolate
disks on top, and the “Perfect
Man,” a double-shot espresso
with Italian cream and half-andhalf.

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Grabbing a cup of coffee from
Cool Beans isn’t on the USC
bucket list for no reason. For
the last 14 years, the shop has
built a loyal customer base. The
coffee shop sells not only drinks
and breakfast foods but also
soups, salads, fruit, wraps and
sandwiches.
“So many of our customers are
repeat customers who are in here
every day or several times a day,”
said Kitty Mirosavich, the owner.
The local shop, which is
located on College Street, focuses
on attracting college students.
They offer an ideal atmosphere
for studying and are open from
7 a.m. to midnight Monday
through Friday. On weekends,
they open at 9 a.m. and close at

6 0 1 M A I N S T.
(803) 386-9786

1 2 1 7 C O L L E G E S T.
(803) 779-4277
Austin Price / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

midnight.
“We love the college crowd.
We’re definitely a college coffee
crowd,” Mirosovich said. “We’re

surrounded by USC.”
Cool Beans offers traditional
drink favorites like cappuccinos,
lattes, hot or iced tea and hot

Monday – Friday:
7 a.m. – midnight
Saturday – Sunday:
9 a.m. – midnight

Rates from $450

style.
location.
value.

800 Alexander Road

803.722.2200 | live-riverside.com

SERVICES

Nick Nalbone / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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MARRIOTT
Kelly Villwock

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Walking down Main Street,
it’s hard to miss the immense
downtown Columbia Marriott.
Newly renovated and the
largest hotel in town, the
Marriott has a lot to offer
different crowds, from friends
visiting from out-of-town to
families on Parents Weekend.
Booking early and taking
advantage of promotions and
deals online can make a luxury
stay cost-efficient.
The Marriott also offers
many vacation packages like
one that includes tickets to the
Riverbanks Zoo and Gardens
so that you don’t have to be the
sole source of entertainment
for your guests while they’re in
town.

B E S T H OT E L
The Marriott is the only
hotel in downtown Columbia
to offer concierge-level service,
which includes breakfast,
evening appetizers and a shuttle
service. So if you don’t want to
pay for valet parking, it’s not a
problem. The shuttle goes to
the trendy Vista area and the
Columbia Metropolitan Airport
from early in the morning into
the night.
Whenever your guests
get tired from a long day of
sightseeing, they can relax in
the indoor pool, whirlpool or
wrap themselves in signature
Marriott bedding.

1 2 0 0 H A M P TO N S T.
( 8 03 ) 7 7 1 -70 0 0
Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Serving NY Style
Pizza Since 1990!

THANKS FOR
VOTING US

Live trivia with Michael
every Tuesday night
8:30-10:30 PM

Sun-Thurs:
T
11
11:30-Midnight,
30 M
F
Fri-Sat:
S
11
11:30-1AM
30
2030 Devine St, Columbia, SC 29205
803-799-0196

WE DELIVER...And Its Always FREE to On-Campus Housing!
Order Online at www.campusspecial.com

Village Idiot
Pizza and Pub

Village Idiot
Pizzeria

2009 Devine Street
Columbia, SC 29205
803-252-8646

4517 Forest Drive
Columbia, SC 29206
803-787-5005

villageidiotpizza.com
If you are under the age of 21, it is against the law to buy alcoholic beverages.
All ABC regulations enforced.
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O LY M P I A & G R A N B Y M I L L S
Kelly Villwock

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Olympia and Granby Mills,
an apartment complex near
downtown Columbia, stands
apart with an assortment of
granite countertops, walk-in
closets and reasonable rent —
enough for the USC community
to vote it the best off-campus
housing complex.
Resident Joe McLeod, a
second-year English major,
said he chose the community
because of its proximity to
campus and the rent.
Housing complexes’ amenities
are a big part of what students
look for in off-campus housing,
and Olympia and Granby Mills
has catered to that.
“Being that the mills are both

O

100 years old, there is a lot of
character that is truly unique to
our buildings,” said manager
Josh Harding. “From our
20-foot-tall ceilings, over-sized
windows or to our original
hard pine floors, Olympia and
Granby [have] an urban feel in
a college town,”
Outdoor amenities include an
outdoor pool and grilling area,
tennis courts, a fenced-in dog
park and a sand volleyball court.
When winter rolls around,
there are plenty indoor perks to
keep residents happy. There are
basketball courts, pool tables
and fitness centers in both
buildings.
Rent ranges from $900 for a
single-room apartment to about
$660 per person in a fourbedroom apartment.

&

O LY M P I A & G R A N B Y M I L L S

www.millsliving.com

BEST OFF-CAMPUS LIVING
Olympia and Granby Mills
are also expanding.
They’ve broken ground on
a third building that should
be completed in Spring 2015,
Harding said.
“One of the best features of
this new project will be that it
will have a retail component on
the ground floor of the building
where residents will be able to
walk and grab a bite to eat,” he
said.

5 0 1 H E Y WA R D S T.
(803) 667-3705

Erin Burke / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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F R A N K ’ S C A R WA S H
Rachael McGahee

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Frank’s Car Wash has provided
excellent customer service and a
full slate of car washing services in
Columbia for four decades.
Frank Hutchins opened his
first car wash on Bush River Road
in 1973; now, the family-owned
business has 13 locations.
His grandson, Shawn Hutchins,
said he was grateful that the USC
community voted the business the
Best of Carolina and said Frank’s
exceptional customer service
resulted in the win.
“We are a family owned business
since 1973,” Shawn Hutchins

B E S T C A R WA S H

said. “We just celebrated our 40th
anniversary. Our customer service
is second to none, and we strive to
help all customers while gaining
new ones.”
Hutchins also said that the
coach Steve Spurrier can be found
washing his car from time to time
at Frank’s.
4 74 1 F O R E S T D R I V E
(803) 787-8383
Monday-Saturday: 8 a.m.
– 6 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Lee Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

PA U L M I T C H E L L S C H O O L

B E ST H A I R SA LO N

Erika Ryan

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Located on Gervais Street,
the Paul Mitchell School is a
beauty school and full-service
salon with talented cosmetology
students who are being trained
by hairstylist professionals.
It’s not only a great place to
start a hairstyling career, but it
also allows students to get much
of their practice on customers.
The school has been open
for five years now, and with

File photo

each year, more and more USC
students are discovering that the
school is a win-win: a discount

Thanks for voting us runner up for best bagel!

haircut for the customer and
valuable training experience for
the beauty student.
A woman’s haircut can be as
little as $10 and is done by a
student who is supervised by an
expert.
Supervisor Susan Robinson
said that the Paul Mitchell
School was one of the bestkept secrets of Columbia. She
said the school was excited to
be named Columbia’s best hair
salon, but not surprised.
“I think we are the best

because of the extensive
training our students receive by
professionals,” Robinson said.
“We always greet with a smile
and a handshake because we
love what we do.”

7 0 0 G E R VA I S S T.
(803) 772-2232
9 a.m. – 10 p.m.
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FIRESTONE

B E S T A U TO R E PA I R
Same goes for its warranties,
which usually cover parts and
labor for a year or 12,000 miles,
depending on the work. They
also guarantee they’ll finish their
work on time; if not, they’ll give
you a 10 percent discount the
next time you come in.
And every time you do come
in for work, as a courtesy,
Firestone’s mechanics will take a
look at your tires, fluids, lights,
wipers, hoses, belts and battery,
just to make sure everything is
in good shape. Who else will
promise that?

Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Car troubles are never
convenient, but at least Firestone
Complete Auto Care is.
The shop is just a few blocks
from campus, at 1738 Gervais
St., right between Barnwell
and Henderson streets, and is
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
weekdays.
Still can’t find time between
classes? Don’t worry — they’re
open on weekends, too. Take
your car in between 7 a.m. and
6 p.m. Saturday and from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Sunday.
You can even schedule an
appointment online. Simply
plug in the make, model and
year of your car, and it’ll also
tell you how much the work will

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

cost you.
Live or work off-campus?
Firestone’s got you covered
there, too, with 10 locations

U LT R ATA N
Ginny Ryerson

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The Ultratan salon in Five
Points is here to help with
professional tanning lotions and
efficient tanning beds.
If you’re hoping to get that

around Columbia. Firestone also
offers coupons that are good at
any of its shops, so you can save
some money wherever you go.

1 7 3 8 G E R VA I S S T.
(803) 250-2598
7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

B E S T TA N N I N G S A L O N
s p r i n g t i m e g l o w, U l t r a t a n
provides tanning packages for
reasonable prices, and it offers
expert advice to newcomers.
If you go to the tanning
salon and feel like you’re
drowning in the sea of tropicalscented tanning lotion options,

Kristina Josue / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Ultratan’s helpful employees are
more than willing to help you
select the right product and
choose the appropriate tanning
interval.
As you head back to your first
tanning session, the employees
smile and remind you of
Ultratan’s “golden rule of smart
tanning”: “Don’t ever sunburn!”
Ultratan provides excellent
customer service and a clean,
welcoming environment.
Some customers go to
Ultratan to get a quick airbrush
tan before a beach weekend or
formal, while others sign up
for a longer tanning package so
that they can work on a more
permanent and natural tan
before swimsuit season arrives.
And the tanning beds at
Ultratan are clean and stateof-the-art so that customers

can feel comfortable and safe as
they tan.
When it comes to winning
the Best of Carolina award for
another year, the employees
cite their customer service, tidy
facilities and UVC-free tanning
beds as reasons why customers
come back again and again.

2 1 1 3 G R E E N E S T.
(803) 771-9921
Monday – Thursday:
9 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

M Gourmet Group

WE DELIVER LOVE, CARE & RESPECT THROUGH OUR WORK

We want to thank our employees,
previous and current USC students, for their integrity!
Our Mission

Our Programs

We deliver love, care & respect
through our work. We apply
strong discipline and dedication
to achieve quality and excellence.
We value character more than
experience. We strive to increase
our staff competence and
committment through our
expansion.

We now offer leadership,
management trainee &
entrepreneur programs for students
interested in a career in restauration.
Our programs will start with
application and interview process.
Candidates will be carefully
selected to ensure the quality
and success.

apply online at www.miyos.com
Miyo’s Forest Dr.
743.9996

Miyo’s Sandhills
788.8878

Miyo’s Harbison
781.7788

Miyo’s Lexington
957.9888

M Café
779.5788

miyos.com . gomfresh.com . gomgrille.com

M Vista
255.8878

M Fresh
779.1688

M Grille
708.8881

like us on

f
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S.C. NAILS

B E ST N A I L SA LO N
Nails specializes in classic
French nail tips. The salon also
offers manicure and pedicure
services with high-quality nail
polishes like Essie’s “Mint
Green Apple” and “Bikini So
Teeny” spring shades.
The salon also offers waxing,
Swedish massages and deep
tissue massages.
“We are really kind to our
customers,” manager Lina Tran
said. “We want to put out the
best service for them in a great
environment.”

Ginny Ryerson

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

As Elle Woods suggests in
the movie “Legally Blonde,”
sometimes a girl just needs some
nail salon therapy to make her
day brighter. And S.C. Nails,
tucked away in Five Points,
with a welcoming storefront
and creative vibe, is up to the
challenge.
Whether you’re looking
for a manicure to boost selfconfidence or a pedicure to
relieve stress, S.C. Nails is the
place to visit. The nail salon
offers services perfect for any
occasion.
If you are hoping to get the
perfect nail look for a formal or
fancy night out, the salon offers
manicures at reasonable prices

Jeremy Marshall Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

with gracious customer service.
For a longer-lasting nail polish
treatment, the gel nail polish

manicure is a popular option.
However, if you’re searching
a more natural nail look, S.C.

IT’S A COMMUNITY DESIGNED TO MEET STUDENTS’ NEEDS!

7 0 1 S A N T E E AV E .
(803) 386-2278
10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Do you take your education seriously but want to
have a little fun too? Then you owe it to yourself to live
in a community that gets that. Stadium Suites offers
residents what we call “Connected Student Living.”
It’s a community designed to meet students’ needs
both academically and socially with all the latest
amenities and conveniences to help you make the
most of your college experience.
Call or visit today
to learn more.

• Spacious floor plans • Walking distance to Williams-Brice • All-inclusive living

112 Silo Court Columbia, SC 29201 • scsuites.com • 803.250.5747

ENTERTAINMENT

File Photo
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TIN ROOF
Khadijah Dennis

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

There won’t be any teardrops
on your guitar, only the sounds
of electric rock, sultry blues and
a tantalizing blend of musical
instruments in harmony.
Columbia’s Tin Roof strives
to maintain a good atmosphere
for music lovers, and their work
has paid off; they were voted the
best music venue in Columbia.
When stepping into the homey
atmosphere, you’ll be surprised at
how much there is for an average
person to enjoy.
“We take pride in the experience
our customers have come to expect,
as well as being a venue bands from
all over the South enjoy to play,”
said Colleen Weiss, Tin Roof’s
brand manager. “One customer said
the staff went out of their way to

BEST LIVE MUSIC
make sure her and her friends not
only enjoyed Tin Roof, but also
Columbia.”
Weiss said that good customer
satisfaction stems from the
employees having fun at work and
making sure each customer can say
the same.
“We want to learn your name the
first time you come in and greet
you that way the next time you’re
back,” Weiss said. “Whether it’s for
lunch, dinner, happy hour or late
night, we all have our great Tin
Roof stories; we want to make sure
our customers have them too.”
1 0 2 2 S E N AT E S T.
(803) 77 1-1558
Monday – Saturday:
11 a.m. – 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. – 2 a.m.

File Photo
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PAV L OV ’ S

BEST BAR

Hannah Richardson

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Pavlov’s Bar calls itself the
“most glorious dive bar on
the planet,” and The Daily
Gamecock’s readers agree.
The bar, located on Greene
Street in Five Points, was voted
the best bar in Columbia.
Pavlov’s was also recognized
by USA Today as one of the 20
best college bars in the country.
Costumers come to enjoy
cheap drinks, play pool, listen
to live music and sit out on the

patio when the weather is nice.
The bar can hold about 400
people when the patio is open,
and it’s managed by a USC
graduate, Stanley Carter.
2 0 0 0 G R E E N E S T.
(803) 771-2262
Monday-Friday:
9 p.m. – 4 a.m.
Saturday:
9 p.m. – 2 a.m.
Sunday: closed

Leah Grubb / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

K I L DA R E ’ S

BEST HAPPY HOUR
Davis Klapo

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

One of the keystones of
Columbia’s Five Points area is
Kildare’s Irish Pub.
Voted this year’s best happy hour,
it is well known for providing good
drink deals and is often one of the
more crowded bars in Five Points.
The “power hour” happy hour
and the ever-popular $5 fish bowl
drinks have earned Kildare’s a

reputation for being one of the
best places to have a good time at a
reasonable price.
While folks seeking a traditional
Irish pub may be disappointed,
Kildare’s impressive drink specials
have cemented it as a Best of
Carolina choice for 2014.
7 2 4 H A R D E N S T.
(803) 256-1390

Jeremy Marshall Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

COLUMBIANA GRANDE
Belvin Olasov &
Thad Moore

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Massive and palatial, the
Regal Columbiana Grande
Stadium 14 towers over all of
the rest of Columbia’s theaters.
In food, drink, comfort and
spectacle, the Grande seeks to
impress.
Located on Bower Parkway,
it’s not too far from campus, and
it’s one of the nicest theaters in
town.

B E S T M O V I E T H E AT E R

And with 14 screens, you’ll
find it bustling on a weekend
night. Tickets are $10.50 for
adults, but students get a break
on showings Sunday through
Thursday for $9. For an even
better deal, stop in for a matinee
before 3 p.m., when tickets are
$8.
1 2 5 0 B O W E R P K W Y.
(803) 407-8683
11 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.
File Photo
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WO R L D O F B E E R
Davis Klapo

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

With a huge selection of domestic
and international draft beers, and
an even larger bottled selection, it’s
no wonder that World of Beer was
selected best beer selection for the
second straight year.
From regional and local stouts
and ales to more recognized brands
like Stella Artois, World of Beer
offers a beer choice for almost any
connoisseur. For those wishing to
go even more beyond the standard
beer selection that most bars
offer, World of Beer offers mixed
draughts, a layered combination of
two stouts or ales. Alternatively, you
can mix things up with a selection
of seasonal beers.

BEST BEER SELECTION

But craft beers and ales aren’t the
only selling points for this world of
tavern taste.
World of Beer also offers a
selection of wine, craft spirits and
tasty tavern fare. Also be on the
lookout for events and specials like
the bar’s Super Bowl viewing party
last month, which featured halfpriced draughts from Washington
and Colorado.
Whatever pleases your beer fancy,
World of Beer has you covered.
9 0 2 G E R VA I S S T.
(803) 509-6020
Monday – Friday:
3 p.m. – 2 a.m.
Saturday: 12 p.m. – 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. – midnight

JILLIAN’S

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

B E S T G O O D , C L E A N F U N & DA N C E S P OT

Natalie Pita

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Jillian’s was voted Columbia’s
best dance spot, but it also has
something for everyone, even if
you have two left feet.
The restaurant, which is
located in the heart of the Vista,
is especially well known for its
Thursday shag nights, where for
only $5, you can spend the night
dancing to classic shag songs
like “Carolina Girls” or modern
favorites like “Blurred Lines” or
“Treasure.”
Jillian’s has been serving up a
good time since 1997, whether
your night on the town involves
eating good food, watching
sports, playing billiards or going
to a concert.
Every Wednesday is trivia
night, which features food and
drink specials, half-priced pool
and a chance to win $100 cash.
The management said they think

Hannah Cleaveland / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

students love to go to Jillian’s
because of the consistency they
have delivered for almost 17
years.
The menu at Jillian’s includes
everything from classic bar food
like burgers, nachos, chicken
wings, quesadillas and pizza to

a fancier assortment of apple
whiskey-glazed salmon and grilled
lemon chicken pasta. The dessert
menu includes mouth-watering
chocolate cake and caramel
cheesecake. But no matter what
you’re in the mood for, it’s all
offered at a reasonable price.

8 0 0 G E R VA I S S T.
( 8 03 ) 7 79 -7 78 9
Sunday – Thursday:
11:30 a.m. – 1 a.m.
Friday – Saturday:
11:30 a.m. – 2 a.m.

SHOPPING

Matthew DeMarco / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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SHOPPING

HANDPICKED

B E S T J E W E L R Y S TO R E

Kelly Villwock

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Ask that woman wearing a
monogrammed necklace or sterling
silver ring where she got it, and it’s
a good bet she’ll say Handpicked.
Handpicked is a local company
that specializes in handcrafted
jewelry and monogrammed gift
items, but Handpicked’s selection
doesn’t end there. They carry
everything from handbags to
scarves to home décor.
“Handpicked is different from
other jewelry boutiques because
we’ve been here for 25 years, so
we have a lot of classic pieces and
customers that have been shopping
with us from the beginning,” said
Ally Gause, a manager at the
Devine Street location.
It’s no surprise Handpicked
has such customer loyalty. Every
customer who visits Handpicked
has the opportunity to sign up for
the “preferred customer program,”
which has benefits like special
discounts and monthly sales.
Consultants are on the floor at all
times to help women find the best
necklace for formal occasions or to
help clueless boyfriends find the
perfect gift.

Matthew DeMarco / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

From the small boutique feel of
Handpicked shops, you wouldn’t
guess this company has 15 shops in
five states, becoming very popular
throughout the South.
Melanie Mauldin opened the
first Handpicked store in Columbia
after she decided to turn a lifelong
passion for Mexican artisan jewelry
into a livelihood. She befriended
artisan families in Mexico and
continues to have both a working

PUBLIX
Michelle Zhu

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

If you ever need to stock up
on groceries, Publix is the place
to go.
From birthdays to weddings,
game day to Sunday dinner,
Publix makes sure those special
occasions are made memorable,
because being a part of their
customer’s lives is important.
“ We h a n g o u r h a t o n
providing legendary service,
quality products and value to our

and personal relationship with
them and with other jewelry
makers.
You can see the exceptional,
handcrafted quality in the jewelry
gives more than enough reason for
the store’s name.
“A lot of our jewelry is handmade
and designed in right here in
Columbia, so it’s not something
you can find in the other stores
around here,” Gause said. “We

also use handpicked stones, which
really makes it special and unique.”

2 8 2 2 D E V I N E S T.
(803) 251-2946
Monday – Saturday:
10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sunday: 1 p.m. – 6 p.m.

B E S T G R O C E R Y S TO R E
customers,” said Kim Reynolds,
media and community relations
manager.
The USC community has
expressed its satisfaction, voting
Publix the best place to get
groceries for the fifth year in a
row.

5 0 1 G E R VA I S S T.
(803) 255-4351
7 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Kristina Josue / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Still living in

Black
&

White?
Move in with
Copper Beech
and start seeing
things in

Color!

Now Leasing for
Fall 2014
Come Take a Tour
Spaces are Filling Fast

Now Offering
Utility Packages

1051 Southern Dr.
Columbia, SC 29201
803-255-0170

www.copperbeechusc.com
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BEST OF CAROLINA 2014

BRITTONS

B E S T M E N ’ S C L OT H I N G
The women’s section offers a
variety of well-structured dresses
and blazers. And women might
also be interested in picking up
oversized tees and hats from
companies like Southern Tide, The
Frat Collection and Columbiabased Little Brown Dog.
With customer service and
variety down pat, Brittons is sure
to be successful for many years
to come. And in the meantime, if
you’re in need of a formal tuxedo
or Carolina Cup bow tie, make sure
to stop by.

Katie Cole

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

After breaking the world record
for number of bow ties tied in
five minutes (832), it comes as no
surprise that Brittons is the men’s
clothing winner.
Brittons does much more than
bow ties, though. With everything
from suits and tuxedos to beach
attire, Brittons has made a name
for themselves by giving the
best customer service possible
while making sure they can offer
something for everyone.
Talking with Lucky Levinson,
who co-owns the store with his
sister Stacey, it is easy to see what
sets Brittons apart. Levinson says
the store put special emphasis on
its customer service, ensuring it is a
helpful and positive experience for
everyone who walks through the
door.
“We try not to have too many
customers,” Levinson said. “We try
and have more friends.”

Matthew DeMarco / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

In addition to getting to know
every customer who walks through
the door, Levinson says that because
the store has been around for so
long, its staff is able to provide the
best advice about things like picking
out bow ties for Carolina Cup or a
new swimsuit for the beach.
The store also has a tailor to help
with tuxedos and suits. Levinson

said it’s important to make sure
his customers not only get the best
suits and tuxedos, but that they
look good in them when they walk
out the door.
“An expensive tuxedo can look
horrible if it’s not fit properly,” he
explains.
Brittons doesn’t stop at men’s
clothing, either.

WISH BOUTIQUE
Katie Cole

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Wish boutique, known
for its spacious space, wellstyled mannequins and expert
organization, took home this
year’s best women’s clothing
store award.
Bethany Humphries, an
employee who has been working
at Wish since November, says
that Wish’s space is actually
what makes the store stand out
from other women’s clothing
stores in Columbia.
“You have a lot more room
to look at the clothes when it’s
spaced out,” she said, noting
the visual appeal that the store
has compared to other clothing

stores.
Humphries also attributes the
store’s success to its ability to
carry popular brands and styles.
Wish expertly handles the task
of making the store continually
look fresh and different from a
typical boutique.
Wish just got in its spring
collection, and Humphries
says that Wish is starting to
display it, transforming the
winter selection into a pastel
wonderland. After a week of
being off work due to snow,
Humphries came back to find
the entire spring inventory
waiting to be put on display.
She said she hasn’t had a chance
to look at everything yet, but
has already placed her eye on a

2 8 1 8 D E V I N E S T.
(803) 771-2700
Monday – Friday:
10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday: Closed

B E S T W O M E N ’ S C L OT H I N G
dress that might be her favorite
for the season.
With its aesthetic appeal and
ability to personally interact
with each customer who comes
into the store, it’s no surprise
that Wish took home the award
for best women’s clothing store.

7 1 9 S A L U DA AV E .
( 8 03 ) 93 1 -3 247
Monday – Friday:
11 a.m. – 5:45 p.m.
Saturday:
10 a.m. – 5:45 p.m.
Sunday: 1 – 4 p.m.

File photo

As a Gamecock,
my determination has No Limits.
Justin Dunham, Alumnus

Justin Dunham is always moving. A former high school athlete, he’s
conditioned to make quick turns, think on his feet and motivate. His
determination permeates the Earth Science classroom and his students.
They jump at the chance to share their new knowledge of climate conditions,
ocean tides and seismic waves. “I leave nothing on the table,” says the
USC grad. “If I’m not tired at the end of the day, then I didn’t do enough.”
It’s his energy that keeps the eighth-graders on their toes, because they
know Justin will never sit down on the job.

sc.edu/nolimits

